
Antique Granite Cobblestone Installation Guide

Dry-Set (Sand-Set) and Wet-Set (Concrete-Set) Installation Methods

Overview

Antique granite cobblestones are a durable, historically authentic paving material used for streets,
plazas, courtyards, walkways, and driveways. Both dry-set (sand-set) and wet-set (concrete-set)
installation methods have been successfully used for centuries, including heavy-duty historic
streetscapes. Proper base preparation, detailing, and craftsmanship are critical to long-term
performance regardless of installation method.

General Considerations

• Confirm cobblestone thickness and size range prior to installation.

• Excavation depth must account for stone thickness, bedding layer, and base material.

• Ensure proper drainage away from buildings and paved areas.

• Install edge restraints appropriate to the selected installation method.

• Installation methods, base design, and structural requirements should be determined by
experienced professionals based on site conditions and anticipated loads.

Option 1: Dry-Set Installation (Sand-Set)

Dry-set installation is a traditional method widely used in historic streets throughout the United
States and Europe. When properly constructed, dry-set cobblestone pavements can support
vehicular traffic while allowing for permeability and future access.

Typical Section (Bottom to Top)

• Compacted subgrade

• 6–8 inches (or more as required) of compacted crushed stone base

• 1–1½ inches of bedding sand or stone screenings



• Antique granite cobblestones

• Joint fill: polymeric or composite sand (preferred)

Installation Steps

1 Excavate to the required depth and compact the subgrade.

2 Install crushed stone base in lifts, compacting each layer thoroughly.

3 Screed bedding sand to a uniform thickness.

4 Hand-set cobblestones tightly, maintaining consistent joint spacing.

5 Tap stones into place with a rubber mallet to achieve a level surface.

6 Install edge restraints (granite curbing, concrete edge, or steel restraint).

7 Sweep composite or polymeric sand into joints to help bridge minor gaps and cracks.

8 Compact using a plate compactor with a protective mat and refill joints as needed.

Option 2: Wet-Set Installation (Concrete-Set)

Wet-set installation involves setting cobblestones into a mortar bed over a concrete slab. This
method is commonly used where rigid construction or specific design requirements are desired.

Typical Section (Bottom to Top)

• Compacted subgrade

• 4–6 inches of compacted crushed stone base

• Reinforced concrete slab (thickness per engineering requirements)

• ½–1 inch mortar setting bed

• Antique granite cobblestones

• Mortared or grouted joints

Installation Steps

1 Excavate and compact subgrade to required depth.

2 Install and compact crushed stone base.

3 Pour reinforced concrete slab with proper slope for drainage.

4 Apply mortar setting bed once concrete has cured.

5 Set cobblestones into mortar bed, tapping to grade and alignment.

6 Fill joints with mortar or approved grout.

7 Tool joints and clean stone surfaces before mortar fully cures.



8 Allow proper curing time before opening to use.

Important Disclaimer

This document is intended to provide general informational guidelines only. Gavin Historical Bricks
does not provide installation services and is not responsible for installation methods,
workmanship, or performance. We are not installation experts and defer to qualified, experienced
professional installers, engineers, and project designers for all installation decisions. Site
conditions, loading requirements, climate, and local codes may require variations from the
guidelines shown.
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